
DELIVERING INNOVATION 
TO THE WARFIGHTER



2

SBIR/STTR Programs
Our Purpose

Authorities

United States Code
15 U.S. Code § 638. 
Research and development

SBIR/STTR Policy Directive
Provides guidance from SBA 
to the participating Federal 
agencies for the general 
operation of the SBIR and 
STTR programs.

1 Stimulate technological innovation.

2 Use small business to meet Federal R/R&D needs.

3

4

Increase private sector commercialization of 
innovations derived from Federal R&D funding.

Foster technology transfer through cooperative R&D 
between small businesses and research institutions.

Four 
Programs 
Goals

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A. Approved for public release; distribution unlimited. 
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Federal SBIR/STTR Programs

Meet Federal Needs through Innovative R/R&D 

USDA*
DOC
DoW
DOE*

Small Business Administration (SBA)
ED
HHS*
DHS
DOT

EPA
NASA
NSF*

Know the Customer

Grants*
Accomplish a public purpose, advance a national 
objective, address a public problem, or stimulate 
a particular activity desired by the awarding 
Agency

Contracts
Procure goods and services that will be of direct 
benefit to the government

Department of War (DoW)

DARPA
DHA
DMEA
MDA

Army
DON
Air Force
CBD

DTRA
USSOCOM
OSD
NGA

DoW = $3.1B Annually
DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A. Approved for public release; distribution unlimited. 

Our Purpose
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Eight Systems Commands
Our Organization 

Mission-Driven Processes 

 Alignment to mission requirements
 Sponsoring organizations, resources to 

transition
 Transition-driven topics

– Conventional – specific Naval problems 
sets

– Direct to Phase II – specific problems 
seeking higher TRL solutions

– Open – broad technical priorities

How We Work

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A. Approved for public release; distribution unlimited. 
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FEASIBILITY DEVELOPMENT CATAPULT COMMERCIALIZATION

PHASE I PHASE II PHASE III

• Higher TRL solutions
• NTE $2M
• 18-30-month PoP

DIRECT TO PHASE II

• Competitive awards
• NTE $2M
• 18-30-month PoP

CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT
• Leverages prior Naval and 

cross-Agency investment 
• Meets Naval priority with 

high transition potential
• Ongoing customer 

nominations 
• Cost and schedule to meet 

transition target
• Non-SBIR investment as a 

force-multiplier

PRIORITY INVESTMENT
• Derives from, extends, or 

completes prior 
SBIR/STTR investment

• Non-SBIR/STTR funding
• Over $1B annually across 

hundreds of projects 

DEFENSE & PRIVATE MARKETS

• Broad technical priorities
• Leverages proven solutions
• $240K, 12-month PoP

OPEN TOPICS

• Acquisition aligned
• Program Office sponsored
• $240K, 12-month PoP

CONVENTIONAL  TOPICS

Execution Aligned to Mission Requirements
How We Work

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A. Approved for public release; distribution unlimited. 



SBIR/STTR Solicitation Schedule
• A DoD Agency-wide announcement includes:

• DoD Instructions
• Service/Component Unique Instructions
• SBIR/STTR Topics

• Monthly BAAs are released on the first Wednesday of each Month

• Not all Components participate in each solicitation

• Open Topics are also done each FY (starting in FY23)

• During the “Pre-Release” period, potential offerors may review the topics, 
ask questions directly of the Topic Authors, and discuss proposed solutions. 
Topic Authors are expected to respond to all technical questions 
received.

• During the “Open” period, Small businesses may only ask technical 
questions about the topics through the online DoW SBIR/STTR Topic Q&A 
platform (https://www.dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions). Topic Authors MUST 
respond in a timely fashion (no later than 7 days). 

• Topic Q&A should not be used to ask general questions about the program, 
proposal submission requirements, or the BAA; those questions should be 
directed via e-mail form to the DoD Help Desk.

• Once the BAA “Closes”, small businesses can no longer submit proposals, 
and proposal evaluations begin. 
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BAA/CSO Pre-release Open Close

Release 1 Apr 13, 2026 May 6, 2026 Jun 3, 2026

Release 2 May 6, 2026 May 27, 2026 Jun 24, 2026

Release 3 Jun 3, 2026 Jun 24, 2026 Jul 22, 2026

Release 4 Jul 1, 2026 Jul 22, 2026 Aug 19, 2026

Release 5 Aug 5, 2026 Aug 26, 2026 Sep 23, 2026

Release 6 Sep 2, 2026 Sep 23, 2026 Oct 21, 2026



Navy FY-26 Release 2 SBIR BAA Instructions & Topics





Navy FY-26 Release 2 STTR BAA Instructions & Topics



Navy FY-26 Release 3 SBIR BAA Instructions & Topics



FY26 Release 3 Topics SBIR 
Opportunities



RAS/SSW Alignment: Both releases support autonomy and software integration 
across sensing and decision-making

• Release 2 -  Focused on mission-specific autonomy and sensing (EO, acoustic, undersea/UUV)

• Release 2 -  Provides direct RAS opportunities in autonomous detection, tracking, and localization, with 
SSW enabling sensor integration, telemetry, and data processing

• Release 3 -  Offers broader SSW-driven opportunities, emphasizing data fusion, autonomy at scale, and 
resilient software frameworks

• Release 3 -  Expands into AI/ML, data fusion, adaptive autonomy, and secure software architectures

• Release 3 - Emphasizes early stage, operationally focused SBIR opportunities favoring software, 
autonomy, and data-driven capabilities, without the maturity or research focus needed to support Direct-
to-Phase II or STTR in this cycle

• Opportunity Insight: Release 3 offers broader entry points to showcase SSW and integrated RAS 
capabilities

Key Takeaways & Recap (Topics)



SBIR/STTR provide a structured pathway to align small business innovation with Navy mission needs

• Release 2 closes June 24th  

• Release 3 opens June 24th and closes July 22nd 

• Release 3 begins pre-release June 3rd, opens June 24th, and closes July 22nd 

• The schedule reflects a continuous cycle, requiring early preparation and ongoing engagement across 
releases

• Success depends on coordination across stakeholders:

• Small Business innovation
• NUWC Keyport mission alignment
• Tech Bridge connection and engagement

Key Takeaways & Recap (Solicitation Schedule) 
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Why the 
SBIR/STTR 
Programs?

 Source of non-dilutive funding
 Retention of intellectual property rights
 Cooperative R&D partnership with a 

nonprofit research institution (STTR)
 Phase III sole source authority
 Validation of technology
 Technical and business assistance

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A. Approved for public release; distribution unlimited. 

Federal government 
investment in your solution – 
giving you the freedom to run 

your business according to 
your vision, develop your 

technology, and chart a path 
toward commercialization. 



Connect with us to Identify and Align 
SBIR/STTR Opportunities

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A. Approved for public release; distribution unlimited. 

Navy SBIR/STTR Home

NAVSEA SBIR/STTR Engagement 

NAVSEA SBIR/STTR Program

Department of the Navy SBIR/STTR Programs

https://www.navysbir.com/
mailto:robert.c.treche.ctr@us.navy.mil
mailto:nssc_sbir@navy.mil
https://www.linkedin.com/company/donsbir/posts/?feedView=all
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